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· ITAP – High Expectations at Transition. 
ITTECF Standards: ITTECF Links: 1.1- 1.8, 3.12

· How are lessons structured to ensure that all pupils can access the same ambitious learning aims? 
· How do teachers model (and develop pupils’) high standards of written and spoken language?
Pre-Reading Tasks
1. What is the context for your Year 7 Learners?
Discuss with your mentor or an appropriate expert colleague:
· How is the Year 7 curriculum put together in your subject area? Who design this and how does it build on KS2?
· What forms of baseline assessment do Year 7 take in your subject area? How was this developed?
· What data does your department get for Year 7 pupils and what does this indicate about their abilities?
· What does the KS2 National Curriculum look like for your subject? What are the key skills and knowledge taught in Years 5-6?

2. Read the following summary of a research project conducted into language across KS2 and 3 by Alice Deignan from The University of Leeds and Marcus Jones: Literacy Lead, Huntington Research School. Slides summarizing the study are attached to the email with this booklet and are on Blackboard: a further link is here, should you be interested in reading about it in more depth https://linguistictransition.leeds.ac.uk/

During this study, researchers analysed large amounts of language used in schools. They collected examples from:
· Teacher talk from recorded lessons 
· Textbooks, worksheets, and presentations 
· Assessment materials 
· Interviews with teachers and students 
It contained millions of words from Years 5–8 across a range of subjects to compare the language pupils encounter before and after transition. The study found that
· Academic language increases sharply at KS3 and that it varies across subjects
· Vocabulary and meaning can change across subjects which can be confusing for pupils
· This can result in a word ‘gap’ where pupils may understand ideas but lack the vocabulary or grammatical structures needed to access or express them. 
Recommendations for schools were that teachers should:
· Explicitly teach academic and subject-specific vocabulary 
· Ensure consistency of language across lessons 
· Support pupils in speaking and writing using academic language 
· Prepare pupils for the linguistic demands of KS3 subjects 

Consider
· What key subject specific vocabulary is introduced to Year 7 pupils in your subject?
· What examples of academic language can you think of that pupils need to use in Year 7? This can be spoken or written.
· Complete the discussion on slide 15 which was to take a Year 7 unit and discuss:
What words/knowledge do you want pupils to know? 
In what order? 
How are you prioritising? 
How/when are you checking their understanding of these?
· Look in particular at slides 25-27 as an example of the above.


Wednesday 3rd and Thursday 4th June: St Mark’s School and Independent Directed Study
School Sessions
You will have an introduction to the curriculum and transition at St Mark’s all through school with input from expert colleagues.
You will observe core subjects and your own subject (where possible) with a focus on challenge and how lessons are structured to support all pupils to achieve.
You will look at the curriculum map for your subject across KS2-3 and will look at pupils’ work at expected, exceeding and emerging standards in your subject and have the chance to discuss this with expert colleagues. 

Lesson Observation Form.
· How are lessons structured to ensure that all pupils can access the same ambitious learning aims? 
	Prompts
	Lesson 1
	Lesson 2
	Lessons 3 & 4

	· What are the objectives of the lesson? How are these communicated to pupils?
· What scaffolds are in place to support your focus students? Notes/writing frames/sentence starters/word banks. Consider both written and verbal scaffolds.
· How are other adults (if applicable) used to provide support for different pupils? What questions do they ask? Do they provide verbal scaffolds? Recaps/reteaching?
· In what ways does the teacher check that learners understand instructions?
· How are expectations about tasks (completion/timings/content) communicated to pupils? 
· Did the teacher vary their language at all for your focus pupils and if so, what was the impact of this? Consider particularly how a teacher may modify their language without modifying the thinking/challenge
	
	
	

	· In modelling which aspects of the task are focused on? How did the teacher model the language needed?
· How did teachers check for understanding? Did they need to adapt in the moment at all?
	
	
	



When looking at pupils’ books, consider the following prompts
· Do all pupils appear to be working towards the same learning goals?
· What evidence is there of pupils explaining, developing or justifying ideas?
· Is there evidence of live marking and if so, what impact does this have?
· Is subject specific vocabulary used?  
· Where are word banks/sentence starters used? Where are these removed over time?
· Look back to the beginning of the year (or earliest point in the exercise book) How can you see pupils’ progress/development over time?
· What expectations are there regarding handwriting and presentation? 
· How have high expectations been set for all learners? How can you tell this?


Directed Independent Study
You should complete the following tasks during the day.
Familiarise yourself with the KS2 curriculum for your subject in more detail. https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum. Scroll down until you see your subject – they are large documents so I would focus on the ‘Upper Key Stage 2’ section and look at the statutory requirements. You do not need to make notes as evidence, you can if it helps, but the purpose is to gain a more detailed understanding of the topics taught in KS2 and to consider any links and key differences with Year 7.

Familiarise yourself with the SATs papers in order to understand some of the prior data that pupils arrive with. Scan the Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar test and the Reading test and the mathematics test materials from 2025 https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-past-test-materials. Have a look at the conversion tables so that you can see how many marks a pupil needed to achieve to gain the threshold of 100 (which is what pupils need to meet ‘expected’ standard) https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-2-tests-2025-scaled-scores/2025-key-stage-2-scaled-score-conversion-tables
What skills can these tests give a reasonably reliable indicator of?
What can they not tell you?
Where can the scores be helpful for indicating in your subject particularly?
Again, you don’t need to write your answers fully unless it helps you to do so. The aim is that you have a sense of what data reaches secondary schools and how it is obtained.



Consider a lesson for a Year 7 lesson in your subject area that you have taught previously (this can be at any stage of the course) and come to Friday prepared to share, in light of your observations and reading from the days, how you would now improve it to add more challenge for pupils. This can be through modifying resources or questioning; adding scaffolding or adding in chances for pupils to familiarise themselves with academic language or subject specific vocabulary.

Finally, in light of your reading and observations, create a lesson plan for your return to placement that you will teach to Year 7. As part of this, you should create a resource either for introducing vocabulary (use the slides 34-35 as a starting point for a template for this) or a speaking frame to support pupils’ oracy and help them to shape their discussions. You will share this on Friday with your group. If the independent day falls on Wednesday, you could begin this today and edit in light of Thursday’s observations and work scrutiny.

Friday 5th June
Morning: in Subject Areas
You will feedback on the independent study day and the day at St Mark’s and then discuss some scenarios involving the virtual tutor group with your subject tutors. These tasks are designed to get you thinking about how you could support Year 7 learners of different abilities in their vocabulary acquisition.
Session 2: Literacy Coordinator
This session will explore the role of the Literacy Coordinator and how different subject areas can support literacy, particularly at transition.
Session 3: Numeracy Coordinator
During this activity you will explore the role of the Numeracy Coordinator and how different subject areas can support this, particularly at transition.
Follow up tasks and reading when you return to placement
Beginning Teachers should: 
Discuss the findings from the vocabulary article with your Mentor again in light of your KS2 experiences. What key words and concepts emerged in your subject area and were they similar/different? What examples of academic language were seen at KS2 if any? What considerations has it prompted for your teaching of Year 7?

[bookmark: _Hlk206786066]Observe an intervention session with Year 7. How are other adults supporting pupils’ progress during these sessions?

You should teach the Year 7 lesson that you planned on the first week back as your ITAP follow-up observation.
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